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Shall We Be at Ames 
September 6-9, 1941?. 


Institute on Library Work with Children and Young People, 
Saturday and Sunday, September 6 and 7 


College Librarians Sunday 


You will be interested in these and will want to stay through 
until the end. 
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District Library Meetings—1941 


The district library meetings this 
year were highly successful, both from 
point of view of attendance, with an 
all time high mark of 651, and in the 
interest shown in the splendid pro- 
grams and added acquaintance with 
other library-minded people. 

The change in districting, adopted 
by the executive board on the recom- 
mendation of last year’s extension com- 
mittee, changed the groups slightly. 
The plan of attending the meeting clos- 
est at hand was generally followed 
except where there was an added at- 
traction such as the new building at 
Mason City, or a feature of the pro- 
gram in which one felt special interest. 

And speaking of the programs—they 
were so good and so different that even 
those who went to every meeting 
agreed that all were interesting and no 
two alike. We were sorry that the 
entire state could not hear and enjoy 
many of the features on the various 
programs. The program recommenda- 
tions made by the executive board were 
followed with a good deal of ingenuity 
by the clever chairmen. 


The representatives from the Farm 
Bureau made splendid contributions in 
recommendations valuable as we face 
the necessity of making adjustments in 
our plan for rural service to meet some 
of the objections made by some mem- 
bers of the 49th Iowa assembly. 


At four of the meetings, the play 
‘‘Bringing up nine,’’ by Mary Kath- 
arine Reely, of the Wisconsin Library 
Commission, was presented. At Wash- 
ington it was given by high school 
pupils, at Newton, read as a monologue, 
at Mason City, by elementary pupils, 
while at Carroll, high school students 
and two adults gave a finished per- 
formance. Perhaps the most unfor- 
gettible Mrs. Sampson was at Mason 
City. No one present will forget the 
eurls peeking from under her kerchief 
and her little feet dangling as she sat 
on her chair. 

Rural library service was discussed 
at Washington, Newton, and Mason 
City under the leadership of Helen Rex, 
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chairman of the committee. At Wash- 
ington, Mrs. Rollin Brown talked on 
‘‘Library needs of rural young peo- 
ple’’; Mrs. J. R. Wallace on ‘‘ Library 
needs of adults,’’ and Lelia S. Wilson 
on ‘‘Attitudes.’’ ‘‘What farm people 
want in library service’’ was discussed 
at Newton by K. D. Nicholson, Polk 
County Superintendent of Schools, Mrs. 
Gail Young, of Indianola, Mrs. Neal 
Hammer, of Newton, and Florence 
Noble, of Lucas County. Mr. Nichol- 
son started the discussion by stating 
that he did not believe that the major- 
ity of rural adults want to read. This 
was contradicted by Mrs. Young who 
had figures to show that rural adults 
will read books if they are easily avail- 
able and Miss Noble, who cited her 
experience in Lucas County. ‘‘ What 
rural people want in library service’’ 
was discussed at Mason City by a panel 
composed of Mrs. Wynne Jacobs, For- 
est City; Amy Lou Haight, 4H girl 
from Mason City; Mrs. C. C. Inman, 
Bancroft; J. E. De Long, Charles City; 
E. A. Prehm, Northwood; Hazel 
Thomas, Cerro Gordo County Superin- 
tendent of Schools; Marjorie Powers, 
Iowa Falls; and R. M. Hall, president, 
Cerro Gordo Farm Bureau. ‘‘Rural 
library legislation’’ was discussed at 
Carroll by Representative W. A. Yager, 
of Spirit Lake, and Senator Ralph A. 
Benson, of Jefferson. Mrs. R. E. New- 
comer’s article, ‘‘Mother visits the 
legislature,’’ which appeared in the 
Iowa Bureau Farmer of April was read 
at Creston by Mrs. Francis Turner. 
Miss Peterman, of the Clarinda library 
staff, and Mr. Stipe, of the Clarinda 
board of trustees, told of the success- 
ful county program Page County has 
been carrying out for many years, mak- 
ing use of the contract system allowed 
by our library laws. 

Library problems were discussed in 
some form or other at each meeting. 
Mrs. Neal Hammer led the discussion 
at Washington where Mr. Hart, of 
Iowa City, talked about library finance, 
Elizabeth Michener, of Oskaloosa, book- 
buying, Cornelia Rhynsburger, of Mus- 
catine, housekeeping, and Irma Hopley, 
of Fort Madison, publicity. At Newton, 
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library housekeeping problems were 
discussed by Mrs. H. C. Weinman, of 
Indianola, who emphasized the place 
of flowers in the library; Kathryn De 
Koning, of Pella, who talked about 
books, and Nellie Hopper, of Jefferson, 
who discussed magazines. Library 
problems were considered under three 
headings: ‘‘The librarian’s reading,’’ 
by Inis Smith, Simpson College Li- 
brary; ‘‘Reading projects,’’ by Mar- 
jorie Donaldson, Ames Publie Library ; 
and ‘‘ Displays and publicity,’’ by Mary 
Alice Pearis, Central College Library. 
At Carroll the following problems were 
considered: ‘‘Teaching care of books 
and respect for library material,’’ Vir- 
ginia Irwin, LeMars; ‘‘ Preservation of 
local historical material,’’ Lucile Peter- 
son, Estherville; ‘‘Justifying your pay 
collection,’’ Mrs. Violet Hornseth, 
Spirit Lake; ‘‘Censorship of the small 
library,’’ Mrs. L. E. Jensen, Audubon; 
‘‘Library publicity,’’ Mrs. C. C. Van 
Wagner, Jr., Rockwell City; ‘‘Good 
housekeeping,’’ Mrs. Helen A. Burgess, 
Onawa; *‘ How librarians can get more 
reading done,’’ Rose Lyons, Sioux City, 
and ‘‘Reference work for small li- 
brary,’’ by Pearl Phillips, Sae City. 

Special mention should be made of Lu- 
cille Stull’s talk on ‘‘ National defense 
and the library,’’ (the splendid bibli- 
ography by the reference department 
of the Des Moines Public Library 
was mimeographed and distributed to 
all who attended the meetings, as well 
as those who were not fortunate enough 
to be present); ‘‘Types of book re- 
views,’’ by Miriam Garner; ‘‘The place 
of libraries in preservation of local his- 
tory,’’ by Ellen Hartnett, at Newton; 
D. G. MeCarty’s talk, ‘‘Your library 
and its value to the community,’’ at 
Carroll; ‘‘Cooperation of libraries in 
national defense,’’ by Judge G. John- 
ston, at Creston, and Mr. Brown’s play, 
‘‘Diseords,’’ presented at Mason City 
by Hampton students under the direc- 
tion of Melvina Draheim. 

The book reviews were varied and 
interesting. They were presented at 
Washington by Catherine Redmond, of 
Cedar Rapids and Mrs. Laurence Fal- 
vey, of Albia; at Newton by Letha 





Davidson, of Ames; at Mason City by 
Blanche Stewart, of Waterloo, and 
Clara E. Campbell, of Iowa State 
Teachers College; at Carroll by Lucile 
Davis, of Spencer, Margaret Davidson, 
of the State Traveling Library, and 
Florence Butler, of Sioux City; and at 
Creston, by Eva Canon, Council Bluffs, 
Mrs. Paul Ferguson, of Shenandoah, 
Francis Sullivan, Council Bluffs, Anna 
Driftmier, Clarinda, and Mrs. Harold 
Shrauger, Atlantic. 

The attendance varied from 69 at 
Newton, (the smallest district), to 265 
at Mason City, where the beautiful new 
building and perfect day offered added 
attractions. Everywhere arrangements 
had been carefully made and were suc- 
cessfully carried out. No one who has 
ever served as chairman or hostess un- 
derestimates the effort involved in 
either capacity. All the 651 who en- 
joyed the meetings this year unite in 
saying ‘‘hats off’’ to the librarians and 
trustees who saw to it that 1941 raised 
district meeting standards. The fact 
that 210 trustees and 146 friends joined 
295 librarians in attendance is signifi- 
eant. With library board members and 
friends cooperating, we can do more. 


Dr. Brown’s Letter Read at District 
Meetings 

May I express the regrets of both 
the President-elect of the American 
Library Association and the Librarian 
of Iowa State College that these two 
persons were unable to attend the dis- 
trict meetings this year? Both of them 
send you their most cordial greetings 
and their hope for a profitable meeting 
and a successful year. 

The American Library Association 
holds its 1941 meeting in Boston June 
19 to 24, inelusive. The Iowa Library 
Association meets in Ames September 
6 to 9. Miss Mae Anders has been 
appointed by your state president and 
councilor to represent the state asso- 
ciation at the Council meeting in Bos- 
ton. She will undoubtedly bring a 
report back to you. 

On behalf of the American Library 
Association may I ask your help in 
the coming year? The President cus- 

































































? 


‘f 


= 


. 





tomarily sends a letter to the various 
state associations in the early summer. 
In my own state I am making a pre- 
conference release of some matters 
which will probably be covered later 
in the pre-presidential address and in 
the President’s letter. 


Next year will be a hard year. There 
will be many calls, both local and 
national, on all of us. No librarian 
can do much by himself. Working to- 
gether we can accomplish wonders. 
We must study how our libraries as 
educational centers can best serve our 
communities. We shall need to ex- 
change ideas. If freedom in thinking, 
freedom in seeking knowledge, and 
freedom in worship is to be maintained, 
we must all work together for it; 
otherwise we shall lose all our liberties. 
We have seen what has happened when 
one nation at a time has been mowed 
down, when, if they had only held 
together at the beginning, all might 
have been saved. 

If any of you have any suggestions 
about the work of your national asso- 
ciation during the next year, please do 
not hesitate to write to me frankly. 
Some of the most helpful suggestions 
have come from the heads of small 
libraries; others from assistants in the 
larger libraries. 

I am very happy that our 1942 meet- 
ing is to be held in our own midwest— 
at Milwaukee. I hope we shall see all 
of you at Ames this fall and in Mil- 
waukee in 1942. In the meantime, may 
I give you individually and personally 
my best wishes. 

Cuarues H. Brown, Librarian 
Iowa State College Library 
CuHarues H. Brown, President-elect 
American Library Association 


Some impressions carried away from 
the district meetings: 

Disappointment at Mrs. Houghton’s 
absence because of flu. 

How much like a state meeting the 
Mason City meeting was. 

The excellent book reviews. 

The earnestness of all librarians and 
library friends to bring about better 
rural library service. 
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The fact that there are so many new 
faces at each meeting. In union there 
is strength. There is much for us to 
do and WE CAN DO IT TOGETHER. 

The attendance was as follows: 


ATTENDANCE DISTRICT MEETINGS, 1941 
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Totals 
1941 #150 295 210 146 651 
1940 7160 309 198 48 555 
1939 4140 322 180 63 565 
1938 140 205 161 49 479 
1937 139 254 122 51 527 
1936 125 204 156 29 500 
1935 134 214 157 19 405 
1934 132 185 136 72 485 





*20 libraries attended more than one meeting. 

+ 9 libraries attended more than one meeting. 

$25 libraries attended more than one meeting. 

Junior Members’ Activities 

Junior Members assisted the Iowa 
Library Association with the district 
meetings in April by giving talks, re- 
ports and book reviews at each of the 
five meetings. 

Helen Stevens, state chairman of the 
group, urges all Junior Members to 
attend the state meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association to be held in Ames, 
September 6-9. She particularly calls 
attention to the Pre-conference Insti- 
tute on work with children and young 
people to be held on the 6th and 7th. 
Advance registration for this Institute 
may now be made. 


Wanted 
Chariton public library would like 
to purchase a second hand 15-tray cat- 
alog case. 
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Important—Trustees 

House File 147 
An Act to amend section six thousand 
two hundred eleven (6211), subsec- 
tion nineteen (19), Code, 1939, relat- 

ing to library fund. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly 

of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section six thousand two 
hundred eleven (6211), subsection nine- 
teen (19), Code, 1939, is hereby amend- 
ed by striking from lines two (2) and 
three (3) the words ‘‘one and one- 
fourth’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
the word ‘‘two.’’ 

EXPLANATION OF H. F. 147 

This is a permissive measure by 
which cities and towns may levy two 
mills for maintenance of public libra- 
ries instead of one and one-fourth mills 
as now provided. 

The above bill becomes a law on 
July 1, 1941. Do you need increased 
millage for the operation of your li- 
brary next year? Then it will be 


necessary for you to ask your city 
council for it before or not later than 
August Ist. 


Otherwise you will not 
have the use of it for 1942. 
Remember the date 
SEPTEMBER 7-9 
State Library Meeting, Ames 

All Trustees (whether your dues are 
paid or not) plan to meet with us in 
Ames on September 7 and 8 for the 
meetings of the Trustees’ Section of 
the Iowa Library Association. 

On Sunday, September 7, everyone 
is invited to a tea at the home of Presi- 
dent Friley. The Ames library trustees 
will help us become better acquainted. 
A supper meeting will follow with a 
good, live program. Mrs. Horace B. 
Towner will be our principal speaker 
for the evening. Monday’s program 
will be an important one so watch for 
further announcements. 

Lodging may be secured at the dormi- 
tory for $1 per night. Remember the 
pranks and fun of ‘‘Dorm”’ life? Let’s 
all be there and recapture the spirit 
of our college life. 

Loyally yours, 
Mrs. Nea Hammer, President 
Trustees’ Section 


Executive Board Meeting 

The state meeting at Ames, Septem- 
ber 6-9, was the chief subject for dis- 
cussion at the meeting of the executive 
board at the Savery Hotel, May 20. 
The board of action had been in session 
all morning and had several sugges- 
tions to pass on to the executive board 
at the joint luncheon. 

As a result of the two meetings, the 
following course of action was charted: 

Charging 50 cents registration fee 
at the state meeting. 

That a supervisor of institutional 
libraries be recommended to the Board 
of Control. 

That the report of Dr. Jacobsen’s 
committee on instruction in library 
methods in teacher training institu- 
tions be followed up. 

That a committee of four (two public 
librarians and two school librarians) 
be appointed to work with the State 
Department of Public Instruction and 
the State Traveling Librarian to work 
out some plan to improve library facili- 
ties in small towns and schools. 

That we urge our congressmen to 
support the Mead Bill which will con- 
tinue lower rates on books. 

That a committee be appointed to 
study the rural library plan and make 
adaptations in the light of recent criti- 
cism, calling in outside help if funds 
permit. 

The following committee on national 
defense was appointed and given power 
to act: 

Fred Folmer, Chairman 

Elizabeth Lilly, Vice Chairman 

Lucile Davis 

Mrs. Ruth Hollingshead 

Forrest B. Spaulding, ex officio 

Charles H. Brown, ex officio 

Books for Army Camps 

Sibyl Tubbs, Corps Area Librarian, 
Federal Building, Omaha, requests that 
any organization or individual wishing 
to donate books to the army submit a 
list of titles classified as to type of 
reading before sending the books. In 
many cases the donated books are use- 
ful and appreciated but in other cases, 
the books are not worth transportation 
charges. 
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Rural Free Delivery 

In 1905 free delivery of mail to 
farmers was branded as a wasteful ex- 
periment. By farmers? Oh, no! The 
complaints came from city folks who 
had their daily city carrier delivery of 
mail. 

In 1905 magazines published state- 
ments that farmers did not read. From 
farmers? From rural editors? From 
mail order houses? From state colleges? 
Not at all. The complaints came from 
city folks who had never seen an Iowa 
farm. 

In 1905 the cities and towns of Iowa 
were building libraries. We have those 
buildings today, and some more like 
them. But the country folks have no 
library and no book wagon in most 
counties. Let them move to town? 
The post office did not demand that 
sacrifice. They fitted the postal service 
to the citizen’s road problem. In 1941 
the magazines publish articles stating 
that the country people want more 
libraries, more book wagons, more op- 
portunities to keep abreast of current 
problems. Who holds them back? Is 
it the country editors? The schools? 
The farmers themselves? No. All these 
groups ask for library service to fit 
the road problems of the communities. 

Then why do we sit with folded 
hands? Everybody is in favor of books 
for farmers. Farm families go book- 
less in two-thirds of our counties. When 
do we start? 


WHICH COUNTY IS YOUR HOME BASE? 

All districts do not seek or need the 
same kind of library service. 

Analyze your own Congressional dis- 
trict. Begin with the market towns. 

Which libraries have 10,000 volumes ? 

Which libraries are located on main 
line highways? 

In which direction do you travel on 
your regular errands? 

Is your market town in your own 
county, or outside? 





Sch. 


Sch. 














A-1—Market town and county seat 
in center of county. Good mainline 
highways from all corners of county. 

B-2—County seat in southeast cor- 
ner. New state highways carry traffic 
away from town to outside shopping 
areas. 

C-4—Two small consolidated schools 
in county. Not a public library avail- 
able. Schools serve homes for eight 
months of vear. 

WHAT IS THE ANSWER TO LIBRARY SERVICE 
FOR THESE THREE COUNTIES! 

It must needs be a varied service. 
A-1 needs no outside help. B-2 could 
eontract with market town or the state 
library. C-4 with no town service avail- 
able must depend upon regional library 
service. 

Booklist Books 1940 

Issued experimentally in a large edi- 
tion and at an arbitrarily low price 
which places it well within the reach 
of every library large or small, Booklist 
Books 1940 has just been published by 
the American Library Association, Chi- 
cago. 

This is the twenty-third annual list 
of the more important and most useful 
books of the year, the current selection 
describing 285 titles chosen by vote of 
many librarians. The compilation was 
made by the Staff Book Reviewing Com- 
mittee of the Queens Borough Public 
Library. It includes 207 titles of adult 
fiction and nonfiction; 40 children’s 
books selected by children’s librarians 
as the ‘‘most useful for first purchase’’; 
and 38 important technical and business 
publications for the small library, chosen 
by Charles M. Mohrhardt, Chief of the 
Technology Department, Detroit Public 
Library. 

Booklist Books is used by libraries as 
a checklist for selecting adult and chil- 
dren’s books for both main and branch 
libraries, as an aid at the cireulation 
and readers’ advisers’ desks, as a 
browsing list for the reader himself, 
and as a help in cataloging and order 
work. 

As an indication of the variety of 
last year’s titles which librarians re- 
ported most used and enjoyed these 
ean be cited: Adler’s, ‘‘How to read 
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a book’’; Adamic’s, ‘‘From many 
lands’’; Arnold’s, ‘‘The bottlenecks of 
business’’; Laski’s, ‘‘The American 
presidency’’ and ‘‘Where do we go 
from here’’; Downs and Siegmeister’s, 
‘A treasury of American song’’; 
Brooks’, ‘‘New England, Indian sum- 
mer’’; Schuster’s, ‘‘A treasury of the 
world’s great letters’’; Millis’, ‘‘ Why 
Europe fights’’; Mumford’s, ‘‘Faith 
for living’’; Rauschning’s, ‘‘The voice 
of destruction’’; Audubon’s ‘‘ Amer- 
ica’’; Armstrong’s, ‘‘Trelawny’’; Bu- 
chan’s, ‘‘Pilgrim’s way’’; Lindbergh’s, 
‘“‘The wave of the future’’; Flexner’s, 
‘“‘T remember’’; Benchley’s, ‘‘My life 
in a man-made jungle’’; Taylor’s, ‘‘The 
well tempered listener’’; Sherwood’s, 
‘“‘There shall be no night’’; Taylor’s, 
‘‘The strategy of terror,’’ and the ‘‘Ox- 
ford book of Christian verse.’’ 

Fiction headliners included: Cath- 
er’s, ‘‘Saphira and the slave girl’’; 
Clark’s, ‘‘The Ox-bow inecident’’; Ed- 
monds’, ‘‘Chad Hanna’’; Glaspell’s, 
“The morning is near’’; Llewellyn’s, 
‘‘How green was my valley’’; Mann’s, 
“The beloved returns’’; Struther’s, 
“Mrs. Miniver’’; Roberts’, ‘‘Oliver 
Wiswell’’; Spring’s ‘‘Fame is_ the 
spur’’; and Wolfe’s, ‘‘You can’t go 
home again.’’ 

Children enjoyed, among other books, 
Purdy’s, ‘‘He heard America sing’’; 
Dalgliesh’s, ‘‘A book for Jennifer’’; 
DuBois’, ‘‘The great Geppy’’; MeClos- 
key’s, ‘‘Lentil’’; Newberry’s, ‘* April’s 
kittens’’; Fish’s, ‘‘The doll house 
book’’; and Becker’s, ‘‘Introducing 
Charles Dickens.’’ 

Booklist Books 1940, covers sixty 
pages and is available at an arbitrarily 
low price of 40ce according to the pub- 
lishers; in quantities, 10 copies cost 
$3.75; 25, $7.75; 50, $13; 100, $22. 


Postal Rates for Books 


There are sO many misunderstand- 
ings on the part of individuals (inelud- 
ing postmasters) about postal rates on 
books that we want to try to clarify 
the matter. 

Our mailing label states: ‘‘Contents 
—Books. Mailed under See. 572-572%% 
P. L. & R.”’ A package cannot be 


mailed under two rates at once. The 
person using the label and sending the 
books must decide which rate will be 
better. There are times when each one 
is better. Select the one you want to 
use, then scratch off the other number 
on our label before mailing the books. 

P. L. & R. 572 applies only in Iowa 
to packages of books sent from or re- 
turned to libraries. It may be used 
only when addressed to a post office in 
the state. The rate is 3c for the first 
pl/und and one cent for each additional 
pound. 

P. L. & R. 57214 applies to any place 
in the United States. This is a flat 
rate of 1144c per pound. Packages must 
be marked ‘‘Book rate.’’ For pack- 
ages under four pounds, this is the 
cheaper rate. Over four pounds, 572 
is cheaper. It figures out this way: 





572% 572 
ctenense 1c 3e 
DEED Sc cccoces 3 ¢ 4e 
DE sscedceces 4c 5e 
4 pounds ......... 6 ¢ 6e 
5 pounds ......... Toe Te 
OS POUMES 2c cccencs 9 ¢ 8e 


BE SURE that the printed labels we 
send are used when returning the 
books. They carry the authority to 
use one or the other of the postal rates 
and also the name of our library. Take 
this explanation to your postmaster the 
next time any difficulty arises over the 
return postage, or the postal rates used 
on our packages, coming or going. 


Personals 

Wilma Brown, of Hawarden, a stu- 
dent in the library school at Emporia 
State Teachers College, Emporia, Kan- 
sas, did two weeks’ practice work in 
the Des Moines Public Library, in 
April. 

Madge Edwards, of Cleveland Pub- 
lie Library, spent several months at her 
home in Indianola recuperating from 
an attack of the flu. She returned to 
Cleveland late in,March. 

Mrs. Neal Hammer, president of the 
Trustees’ Section of the I. L. A., was 
appointed as chairman of the library 
extension committee of the lowa wom- 
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en’s clubs at the I. F. W. C. meeting 
at Fort Dodge. 

Mrs. H. C. Houghton, Jr., delivered 
the commencement address at the Leon 
High School commencement exercises 
May 22. She spoke on ‘‘The challenge 
of the new day.’’ 

Eunice Ann McCart, of Detroit Lakes, 
Minnesota, has been appointed to the 
place on the Cornell College Library 
staff left vacant when Bernece Bailey 
joined the staff of the University of 
Missouri Library. Miss McCart is a 
Minnesota Library School graduate and 
has been high school librarian in Pine 
River, Alexandria and Fairmont, Min- 
nesota. She will be assistant librarian 
and cataloger at Cornell. 

Mrs. Howard R. Peterson, of Chicago, 
formerly a member of the Des Moines 
library staff, visited friends in Des 
Moines and Newton on her return from 
the western coast recently. 

Elmer M. Schroeder, of Dubuque, has 
been appointed assistant librarian of 
St. Francis College, Loretto, Pennsyl- 
vania. He had library experience 
while attending Loras College and took 
his library science course at Catholic 
University of America. 

Jeanne Sheetz, who was a member of 
the Burlington library staff, has been 
awarded the Lydia Roberts fellowship 
fur next year. 

Lottie Swearingen has been appoint- 
ed librarian of the junior high school 
at Fort Dodge. She is a graduate of 
the University of Minnesota and has 
had some experience in social work. 

Ada Wood, of Grundy Center, head 
of the public school library staff in 
Lake Forest, will teach in the summer 
school at University of Illinois this 
summer. 


News from Iowa Libraries 

Allison—Several members of the 
Allison faculty and wives of Allison 
faculty members were hostesses to the 
library board at a picnic supper held 
May 1, in Heery Woods park near 
Clarksville 

On April 29th, Butler County Farm 
Bureau held its Achievement Day in 
Allison. At that time the library spon- 


24 


sored an exhibit at the Legion Hall 
where the Achievement program was 
held. The exhibit consisted of maga- 
zines, both adult and children, chil- 
dren’s books, new books on textiles, 
biography, history, travel and new fic- 
tion. 

Ames—Comparison with statistics for 
1931 shows that in ten years the num- 
ber of borrowers has increased 2814 
per cent; the book circulation 68 per 
cent; and the book fund 7 per cent. 
This would seem to show that the peo- 
ple are making more use of library 
facilities because of increased ease in 
finding the books they want. 


Ames business men have used the 
library for fact finding, for personnel 
direction, ideas for window trimming 
as well as for recreation. 

Battle Creek—The library became 
tax supported April 12. The library 
association was formed in 1922 and has 
provided library service to the people 
of the community ever since. 

Britt—The Ionia Circle of King’s 
Daughters presented $50 to the library 
for new juvenile books. Another gift 
of $10 was received from the American 
Legion Auxiliary to be used for mag- 
azine subscriptions. 

Cedar Rapids—The public library’s 
collection of technical books formed an 
exhibit which was displayed May 13-15. 
Books which composed this exhibit 
were those which the library has had 
and which are used constantly; latest 
editions of standard works, and new 
titles. 

This exhibit was planned to give 
men, particularly, an opportunity to 
see the extent of the library’s collec- 
tion in many technical fields, and to 
enable them to make requests for books 
which are needed but which the library 
does not have. 

Technical magazines, many of which 
circulate, formed a point of interest. 

Mimeographed lists of books in this 
field, extensive in scope, were prepared 
for distribution. 

Centerville — An arrangement has 
been made between the board of the 
Drake Public Library and the Appa- 
noose Farm Bureau board by which the 
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facilities of the library will be open to 
all Farm Bureau members throughout 
the coming year, beginning June 1. 

This is similar to the plan which has 
been used in Dickinson County. 


Clarinda — State Hospital — Mrs. 
Franceta Williamson writes of her 
work in organizing the hospital. The 
results are shown in the increased use 
of the library. In December the cireu- 
lation was 11. This was increased to 
209 in February. At this time books 
were taken to wards in other buildings, 
and March had a circulation of 852. 
There are about 1,700 patients. 


Council Bluffs—<A school project, as- 
sisted by Helen Montague, city school 
librarian, has resulted in the new Pierce 
Library. An unused eighth grade room 
was donated for the purpose. Lumber 
was bought for shelving from funds 
from last fall’s pageant. Five boys 
built the shelves, and teachers bought 
the tables which were painted by teach- 
ers and pupils. The curtains were 
made by teachers. ‘‘It’s been a good 
thing for the school, and everyone has 
had a hand in it,’’ said J. Richard 


Cochran, Pierce principal. 

During March, April and May a 
group of mothers in one of the elemen- 
tary schools met with the children’s 
librarian, Frances Sullivan, to study 


children’s literature. Many parents 
are confused by the great number of 
books published every year, and this 
group is interested in finding out how 
a library selects its books, what sources 
of information there are for them to 
use, and what constitutes a good book 
for children. There is, of course, a 
wealth of material to be brought to 
their attention. 

The Minnesota vocational test for 
clerical workers is proving useful in 
selecting clerical assistants and student 
helpers, and is also interesting as a 
staff test. One high school librarian 
gave the test to her student helpers 
and the library will hereafter select 
student pages from that school from 
those who passed the test with the best 
record. 


Danbury — The second annual or- 


pheum amateur program, April 18, 
brought in $70 for the library. 

Davenport—‘‘The public library is 
one of Davenport’s finest and best man- 
aged institutions, serving one and all 
alike. Within its four walls is always 
a spirit of friendliness and helpfulness 
on the part of Miss Edna Geisler, libra- 
rian, and her staff of assistants. 

The Davenport Public Library is an 
outstanding institution, free of criti- 
cism or complaints. It takes high rank 
among the libraries of the country, a 
well merited recognition. It is with 
just pride that all Davenporters may 
point to their public library.’’—Demo- 
crat, May 9, 1941. 

Davenport—S8t. Ambrose—The upper 
floor of the $132,000 Library Adminis- 
tration Building is to be occupied by 
the library, one-half being a reading 
room and the other half stock room 
and librarian’s office. 

Des Moines — Public Library — Li- 
brary service has been established in 
the Polk County Jail. The library 
provides the books which are in charge 
of a prisoner. Books are furnished on 
request. 

Des Moines — Des Moines Library 
Club—The Des Moines Library Club 
closed its year with a picnic at the 
Airport Sunday morning, May 25, 
1941. Officers for the coming year 
are: Jeanne Lewis, president; Irma 
Woods, vice president; Mary Watson, 
secretary ; Mary Hawk, treasurer; Mar- 
garet Davidson, program chairman; 
Edith Sperry, social chairman. 

Des Moines—Drake University—The 
Cowles library has received 116 vol- 
umes from Mrs. H. J. Metcalf, wife of 
the late H. J. Metealf of Des Moines, 
a former newspaper man. 

Des Moines—Historical Department 
—A one-day meeting was held in Des 
Moines, May 9, in the interest of local 
historical societies. 

Henry K. Peterson, of Council Bluffs, 
was appointed chairman of a committee 
to coordinate plans for a formation of 
county historical societies in Iowa 
counties having no such organization. 
The committee will emphasize the im- 
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portance of forming new county 
groups. There are at present 28 county 
historical societies in Iowa. 

Des Moines—State Traveling Library 
—Blanche A. Smith, Miriam Garner, 
Valborg Bestul, Margaret Davidson 
and Elizabeth Hage attended the May 
Day breakfast at Wisconsin Library 
School in Madison, May 3. 

Dow City— The American Legion 
Auxiliary held open house on April 19, 
honoring the 25th anniversary of the 
Dow City Library Association. 

Eagle Grove—The trustees of the li- 
brary have had a busy time since the 
explosion settling with insurance com- 
panies and making plans for the neces- 
sary repairs. 

Repair work is now going on at the 
library to take care of the damages. 
Outside walls are being rebuilt and a 
new ceiling will be put on as well as 
redecorating damaged portions of the 
walls. New light fixtures, new blinds, 
and a new water fountain will be in- 
stalled. A new cement walk was put 
in last fall by WPA labor, thus greatly 
improving the library property. The 
framework of the building will be 
painted outside. Cost of these improve- 
ments will be paid from the insurance 
money and from a special building 
fund allowed by the council last year 
for a new walk and needed repairs. 
The financial report shows $1,275 re- 
ceived from Iowa Public Service for 
damages from the explosion ; $475 more 
was received recently from the insur- 
ance company for damages to the con- 
tents. 

John. Benson, custodian, has already 
been paid $860 in full settlement of his 
injuries and burns sustained at the time 
of the explosion. 

Eagle Grove—High School Library 
—A special effort was made during the 
first week in April to emphasize the 
proper use of the library. 

The Student Council voted on a new 
set of library regulations to be ex- 
plained in a 12-page pamphlet given to 
each student. A film, ‘‘The use of a 
book,’’ was shown to the English 
elasses. Mary Ellen Evans, the libra- 
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rian, planned the week’s program in 
which all departments cooperated. 

Monday—Lockers were cleaned out. 

Monday—Radio skit by Mr. Berry’s 
speech class. 

Tuesday—Library manuals’ which 
eontain library regulations were dis- 
tributed to the students. 

Friday—Theme contest. Each stu- 
dent wrote a theme about the proper 
use of the library. These were judged 
and a prize awarded. A one-act play 
was presented Friday, along with the 
announcement of the contest winner. 

Emmetsburg—Recent improvements 
in the library include a new concrete 
walk, 10 feet wide, in front of the 
buildings, new concrete terrace steps, 
inlaid linoleum on the floors of the 
various rooms, and new lighting fix- 
tures in the reading rooms and base- 
ment club rooms. 


Fairfield—‘‘ Miss Lelia Wilson, Fair- ° 


field City Librarian, has been awarded 
the Rotary Community Service medal, 
recognizing outstanding service to the 
community, performed during the past 
year. The committee which selected 
the recipient, chose well. Not many 
in Fairfield are responsible for the 
guidance of so many individuals as is 
Miss Wilson. Who else has benefited 
the community in any comparable man- 
et 6 i< 

Lelia Wilson has made the Fairfield 
City Library a cheerful, cordial friend 
to countless persons. She richly de- 
serves the award. But Miss Wilson’s 
services to the community are scarcely 
bounded by the four walls of the read- 
ing room or the stacks. She is one of 
the city’s most generous persons—giv- 
ing her time freely and cheerfully in 
many church and civie programs. This 
is extra service. Long ago, in Palestine, 
One said: ‘I am among you as He that 
serveth.’ Perchance she follows in His 
trai...’’ Fairfield Daily Ledger, May 
10, 1941. 

Fairfield — Parsons College — The 
alumni of Parsons College in the New 
York City area have pledged $100 to- 
ward a survey to the Carnegie Cor- 
poration to determine the needs of the 
library. 











Fonda—The library sponsored by the 
Fonda Woman’s Club has been moved 
this week from the public school to the 
room downtown, formerly used as the 
public rest room. 

The walls of the room have been re- 
decorated, the woodwork enameled and 
a new hardwood floor has been laid. 

Fort Dodge—<A Law Library was re- 
cently opened on the third floor of the 
courthouse by the Webster County Bar 
Association. 

The several thousand volumes al- 
ready in place and in use are the con- 
tributions of individual firms which are 
retaining only basic libraries in their 
own offices. Many additional and sup- 
plementary editions will be purchased 
to bring the total to some 6,000 volumes 
with a value of more than $8,000. 

Every firm in the city will benefit by 
the establishment of this unique insti- 
tution, sponsors believe. With the cen- 
tral library, Fort Dodge law firms will 
no longer find it necessary to purchase 
identical volumes for every important 
work will be available to all attorneys 
at the courthouse. 

The National Youth Administration 
is furnishing three young women to 
supervise the library. All other ex- 
pense will be met with Bar Association 
funds, some $600 or $700 of which will 
be spent annually in the purchase of 
new volumes. 

Hamburg—The will of the late Mrs. 
Lulu James leaves $3,000 for use in 
Hamburg, and she is believed to be the 
first donor of any fund for use by the 
city. 

The income from a fund of $2,000 is 
left to the publie library for the pur- 
chase of books. This fund will provide 
new books for many years to come and 
will stand as a memorial to this woman, 
who had such an interest in the library, 
and especially the opportunity it af- 
fords children for good reading. 

Hartley—The city council has re- 
ceived a petition calling for a two-mill 
levy to provide a public library for 
the town. Plans for the building have 
been drawn up by an architect. 

Iowa City—Iowa City Library Club 
had a pot luck dinner Monday evening, 





March 10, in the Pi Lambda Theta 
rooms in East Hall. Lrene Steidl had 
charge of the program, which con- 
sisted of displays of handicrafts and 
hobbies of the various members and 
talks about the displays. 

Jefferson—A special levy was made 
last year to raise a maintenance fund 
for improvements and upkeep of the 
library building. Enough is available 
that redecorating, insulation and office 
improvements can be completed this 
summer. 

Last winter the library was kept 
open every week-day evening, and this 
resulted in an increase in circulation. 

The author of ‘‘The pulse of Democ- 
racy,’’ Dr. George Gallup, will visit 
this summer in Jefferson, the home of 
his childhood. 

Keota—The town council of Keota 
passed an ordinance establishing a tax 
supported free public library in Keota. 
By so doing they accepted the Culture 
Club Library, operated as a free public 
library for the past quarter century or 
more by this publie spirited and con- 
scientious group of ladies, as a public 
institution. 

Lake Mills—The Taka Art Club made 
an outstanding donation to the city 
library in the form of six volumes on 
the life and works of Abraham Lincoln. 

Lakota—The public library was for- 
mally opened April 14, 1941. About 
150 people attended, including a few 
out-of-town guests. The library is 
housed in the new town hall. 

Lamoni—A permanent home for the 
Lamoni Public Library and the estab- 
lishment of a publie rest room for 
ladies will be possible in Lamoni now 
due to the generosity of D. M. Vreden- 
burg who presented a building for 
these two purposes to the town of La- 
moni. Mr. Vredenburg’s offer was 
accepted with gratitude by the city 
officials. 

For many years a permanent home 
for the local library has been needed. 
At present there are more than 4,000 
volumes in the library. Present quar- 
ters, according to members of the board 
are crowded and the new location will 
provide the necessary room. 
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Lenox—Hopes were realized March 
29 when the library was opened to the 
public. 

Linn County—The library club, or- 
ganized last September, held its fifth 
and also the last meeting of the season 
on Sunday, April 27, in the Fine Arts 
building on Cornell College campus at 
Mount Vernon. Thirty-five, including 
club members and guests, attended the 
tea and exhibits which formed the 
point of interest for this meeting. 

One of the exhibits was that of the 
50 books of the year, selected and 
shown by the American Institute of 
Graphic Arts. These books are those 
which exemplify fine printing and the 
graphic arts throughout all phases. 

Also on display at this time was the 
second annual Cornell alumni art ex- 
hibit, which was on exhibit until May 
19. Among the pictures shown was that 
of Russell Cowles’ ‘‘Farmer and the 
raincloud,’’ which was exhibited at the 
New York World’s Fair. 

Members of this organization include 
the librarians of Cedar Rapids Public 
Library, Coe College, Masonic, Marion 
Public Library, Cornell College, and 
the librarians from the four high school 
libraries in Cedar Rapids. Alice B. 
Story, librarian of the Cedar Rapids 
Publie Library, is president of the or- 
ganization, and Mary Davidson, libra- 
rian of McKinley High School library 
is secretary-treasurer. 

Marion—Librarians of Linn County 
were entertained at tea March 23 by 
Metta Whitcomb, librarian and the 
members of the library board. 

Mason City—The ninth annual spring 
book festival was held at the library 
Sunday, May 10. Dr. Charles E. Flynn 
spoke on Emily Dickinson, poet and 
lover of gardens. 

The marionette show ‘‘ Having fun,’’ 
was shown seven times at the library 
May 24 to 15 adults and 545 children 
who responded to the invitation to at- 
tend. 

Maquoketa—New floor covering will 
be laid during the summer months 
while the library is closed. 


Montrose—The library 


which was 
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taken over by the town last year is 
now receiving tax support. 

Moravia—The formal opening of the 
Moravia Public Library was held in 
the community building Saturday eve- 
ning, May 24. Mrs. Ruth Hollingshead, 
library trustee of Albia, spoke on ‘* The 
value of a library.’’ Juanita Smith 
will serve as librarian. 

Mount Ayr — Miss Askren writes: 
‘*The Monday Club, Progress Club and 
Twentieth Century Club voted one dol- 
lar per member for the library, and 
part has already been paid in. The 
Progress Club sponsored a movie and 
turned over to us $37.50, a small part 
of which was used to pay for their 
advertising. The woman’s Achieve- 
ment Club (very new organization) 
voted a sum; the American Legion 
Auxiliary bought a late novel and of- 
fered to hold a food sale. From inter- 
ested patrons we received cash and 
new books. The men’s Cooperative 
Club voted $100, provided we could 
raise that sum; we expect to claim their 
gift. Most of the money received will 
be used for books, which we need in 
order to keep up interest in the library. 

Full credit for this is due to the 
library trustees, my part in it having 
been to present our need through the 
local newspaper.”’ 

Mount t — Mrs. Grinnell 
Willis, who has recently completed cat- 
aloging the Worthington Collection, 
writes : 

‘“‘The Worthington Collection was 
bequeathed to the Mount Pleasant Pub- 
lie Library with no restrictions. 

The 3,000 books have been carefully 
gone over and about half of them eat- 
aloged and kept in the Worthington 
Memorial Room as a browsing and ref- 
erence library. 


The remainder will be used in the 
circulating collection, given to the col- 
lege library or sold, if possible, and the 
proceeds added to the fund for the 
upkeep of the room. I mention this 
because it is so wise to be able to do 
this sort of thing with any gift in a 
small library where room and admin- 
istration must be considered. 

In the collection, the outstanding 





group of books is the one arranged as 
the ‘History of printing.’ That con- 
tains a 14th century manuscript, a very 
good example, and eight very good 
items of the 15th century presses. There 
is no example from the Guttenberg 
press but there is a 1479 book from 
Peter Schoeffer’s press, and in good 
condition. The other books are from 
presses of Holland and Germany. 

The collection goes on with items 
from France, Italy, Switzerland and 
Belgium through the 16th and 17th cen- 
tury development, and while the ex- 
amples are not the most expensive 
collectors’ items, they make an excel- 
lent background for the study of the 
history and development of printing. 
The Plantins, Elzevirs and Aldines are 
worthy of study and examination. 

There are a few examples of the 
English presses—a Baskerville’s Dry- 
den and a Congreve that are particu- 
larly good. The collection is strong- 
est in the classics in the vernacular, 
and English history. 

The Worthington Room is worth a 
visit and certainly an inspiration in 


these days when intellectual and spir- 
itual preparation for defense should be 
emphasized. ’’ 

The Library Association has elected 


the following officers: Mrs. C. M. 
Vance, president; Miss Sigrid Stark, 
vice president; Miss Hattie B. Leach, 
recording secretary; Mrs. C. A. Mor- 
gan, corresponding secretary; Mrs. C. 
A. Cottrell, treasurer. 

Mount Pleasant — Iowa Wesleyan — 
More than 600 women are working to 
raise $1,607 which they have pledged 
to buy new library furniture. Chain 
luncheons, sales of kitchen articles, 
doughnut sales and sponsorship of the 
local movie have been some of the 
money raising schemes. 

Odebolt—The library has received 
two appreciated gifts, $25 from the 
Literary Club and ‘‘The little history 
of the U. S.’’ from the Junior American 
Legion Auxiliary. 

Oskaloosa — Clytice Mortimer left 
the library December 26 on account of 
illness and is at her mother’s home at 
Carlisle. 


Mrs. Winifred Standing, who at- 
tended Denver Library School, was 
called home because of her mother’s 
illness. She is working part-time in 
the library. 

Orange City—Mrs. B. F. Vande Waa 
will celebrate the 25th anniversary of 
her appointment as librarian this sum- 
mer. 

Reinbeck—Sara Brown has gone to 
Denver for an extended visit. Bethanna 
Gardiner is acting librarian. 

Sheffield—Mrs. Nellie C. Perrin was 
honored with a silver tea, March 15th, 
the occasion being her 80th birthday. 
Mrs. Perrin has served as librarian 
since the organization of the Sheffield 
Library Society in 1923. She has been 
justice of the peace since 1923. 

The board of trustees and four study 
clubs presented Mrs. Perrin with a bou- 
quet of flowers and a gift. The silver 
contributed at the tea will be used for 
a gift for the library. 

Sioux City—The public library and 
the First Congregational church each 
were left $500 by the late Mrs. Mary 
Ruth Baldwin, former Sioux Cityan, 
who died October 2, 1938, in New 
Haven, Connecticut. Mrs. Baldwin was 
100 years old at the time of her death. 

Sioux Rapids—The library will be in 
new quarters in the Taylor building 
which has been leased by the board. 

Spirit Lake — The county library 
committee and township librarians met 
at the library April 8, to discuss ways 
in which more rural people can be 
induced to use libraries for better read- 
ing. Louis Rank, county agriculture 
agent, talked about the cooperation of 
the library and Farm Bureau, stating 
that 67 Farm Bureau members took 
out library cards last year, borrowing 
760 books. William Yager reported on 
the library bills in the last legislature 
and urged people to begin early to 
work for support of a rural library 
bill two years hence. 

Sully—Mrs. Lester Dieleman is now 
librarian, succeeding Mrs. Wesgerhof, 
who has moved away. 

Toledo—W ork on Toledo’s new pub- 
lie library building will soon be under 






























































































































































way. The library board has met with 
WPA representatives and Russell J. 
Prescott, architect. 

Total estimated cost of the building 
is placed at $23,370. This includes cost 
of lot purchased recently from Carl L. 
Mason and expense of the architect. 
Of the total estimated cost at least 
$10,000 is available from the Emma S. 
Ebersole estate and $1,000 from the 
Bailey estate. 

Of the total cost of $23,370, the gov- 
ernment allotment of $12,813 is 54.4 
per cent, and the city’s share is the 
remaining 45.6 per cent, or $10,533. No 
bond issue, of course, will be necessary 
because of the Ebersole and Bailey 
funds on hand. 

Traer—The Star-Clipper of May 23 
earried a full page article on the li- 
brary with the heading ‘‘Traer’s li- 
brary building is 25 years old—Miss 
Law ‘on job’ over 22 years.”’ 

The library has purchased five new 
fluorescent light fixtures. It is claimed 
the new lights will furnish from two 
and a half to three times as much light 
as the present equipment, at a cost for 
current no greater than for the lights 
now in service. Only two of the pres- 
ent incandescent light fixtures are to 
be retained, and these are to be moved 
to the south end of the library room. 

The cost of the improvement will be 
around $200, including the labor for 
installation. 

Washta—The Washta public library, 
sponsored by the four federated clubs 
of Washta, opened officially Saturday 
afternoon, March 8. Since that date 
the library has been open regularly 
every Wednesday and Saturday, after- 
noon and evening. 

Waukon—tThrough a clause in the 
will of the late Mrs. B. O. Swebakken, 
of Waukon, the public library was 
made the beneficiary of a grant of $500 
for current expenditures. 

Waverly—aA new feature at the pub- 
lie library is the new Victrola, recently 
installed. It is available for the use 
of any organization in the library, but 
those who use it will have to provide 
their own records. It is hoped that 
gifts of records will be made to the 





library in order to build up a musical 
collection. 

Whittemore—Mrs. H. E. Woodward 
is librarian and is preparing for the 
opening of the library in the near 
future. 

Winfield—Mrs. Helen Eyre has been 
appointed as a library assistant to take 
the place of Helen Schillig, who has 
moved to Arizona. 

Wyoming — The Wyoming Library 
Association has moved from the news- 
paper office to the town hall, where 
larger space is available. 


Changes in Library Boards 

Allerton—Mrs. Roxy A. Troster, a 
former member of the library board, 
has been appointed to take the place 
of Mrs. Neva Maneely, who moved to 
Hampton. 

Mrs. Bertha Condit has been appoint- 
ed to take the place of her mother, Mrs. 
Anna Bullis, who died in October. 

Alta—Mrs. J. W. Wilkinson was 
elected a member of the library board 
to succeed Mrs. Palmer Nestander, 
who moved to Manistique, Michigan. 

Batavia—Mrs. W. 8S. Olexa has been 
chosen secretary and treasurer to take 
the place of Mrs. J. W. Johnson. 

Calmar—Florence Yager has been 
elected president, Mrs. J. C. Iverson, 
vice president, Mrs. Idor Bjonerud, 
treasurer, and Mrs. Clarence Nesvik, 
secretary for the coming year. 

Central City — Mrs. W. Craig has 
taken the place of Mrs. Jennie Barber, 
who has moved away. 

Danbury—tThe officers of the library 
board are: Mrs. Francis Schrunk, pres- 
ident; Mrs. Henry Diimig, vice presi- 
dent; Mrs. Ed. Drea, secretary; and 
Mrs. L. D. Smith, treasurer. 

Eldon—Mrs. Albert Russel is a new 
member of the library board. 

Ida Grove — Mrs. John Sherk sue- 
eeeds Mrs. C. K. Van Orden. 

Iowa City—Officers for 1941-42 are: 
Mrs. C. Van Epps, president; C. C. 
Reis, vice president; and C. F. Hueb- 
ner, secretary. 

Keota—The officers of the library 
board are: Kate Glover, president; 
Mrs. F. M. Herr, vice president; Mrs. 
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H. W. Statler, secretary ; and Harriett 
Clendenning, treasurer. 

Lake Park—The following have been 
appointed to the library board: Gladys 
Shafer, Florence Arnold, Paul Vetter, 
Maxine Kinsey, Bonita Pell, A. C. 
Myrick, Emma Proctor, Georgia Burns 
and Lorretta Palmer. 

Marcus—Mrs. Ray Niemann succeeds 
Mrs. Alfred Brandt. 

Mason City—Mrs. Curtis Amen suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Carl Parker, who resigned. 

Montrose—T. P. Knobbs and Dallas 
Phillips are new members of the library 
board. 

Sheldon—Mrs. Phillip Gilbertson has 
been appointed to the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Mrs. H. G. Geiger. 

Waukon—Mrs. Arthur Jacobson has 
been appointed to succeed Mrs. J. E. 
O’Brien, who resigned. 

Whittemore—Professor H. W. Behnke 
is president of the library board, Mrs. 
Will Higgins, vice president, Mrs. Kern 
Elerick, secretary, and John Uhlen- 
bake, treasurer. G. L. Benschoter is 
the other member. 

Williamsburg — The reorganized 
board is as follows: Emma Blythe, 
president; Mrs. J. L. Hogan, secretary ; 
Mrs. L. J. Farmer, Mrs. E. E. Worth, 
Mrs. Bert Hanson, Mrs. Ezra Swartzen- 
druber, Mrs. Walter F. Harris, Mrs. 
Ike Drake, and Mrs. T. H. Joeckel. 
Mrs. Fred Blythe, retiring president, 
was elected an honorary member of the 
board since she lives outside the city 
limits and cannot serve as an active 
member. 

Necrology 

Mrs. Anna Bullis, a member of the 
Allerton library hoard since 1926, 
passed away October 1, 1940. Mrs. 
Bullis was a valued member of the 
board, as well as in all worthwhile 
community activities. 

J. Tracy Garrett, member of the 
Burlington library board since 1928 
and president since 1930, died sud- 
denly April 14, 1941, following a cere- 
bral hemorrhage. His passing is a real 
loss to the library and the community. 

The Davenport library has lost a 
friend and faithful employee in the 
passing of John Hagge, custodian for 
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1941. 

R. B. Hovey, a former member of the 
Independence library board, died at 
his home March 28, 1941. 

Mrs. Retta Myers, secretary of the 
Eldon library board, writes as follows: 
‘‘Mrs. Eunice Hunnell, a member of 
the Carnegie library board at Eldon, 
passed to her reward in January, 1941. 
She was a sponsor of the movement 
‘get a library for Eldon’ and helped 
from the first book, serving as an offi- 
cer many times when the reading room 
was supported by subscription from 
the readers. When Carnegie gave the 
city $7,500 to apply on our money for 
our fine building, she was overjoyed 
and doubled her efforts that all the 
members of the board of trustees would 
do their best. And we did. She was 
treasurer for the Sunshine Fund until 
her death. She had been in failing 
health for about two years. She was 
85 years old.’”’ 

Arthur Mooney, donor of the Mooney 
Art Library housed in the Charles City 
library, died in New York City recent- 
ly. The valuable collection of art books 
and art pieces was presented to the 
library about six years ago. He believed 
that books should be available to every- 
one and in the foreword to his art cata- 
log, published in 1939, he remembers 
gratefully that Judge Fairfield and 
Eugene Dyke placed at my disposal 
books I could not otherwise have had.”’ 

Anna O’Connor, for many years a 
member of the Bellevue library board, 
died in April, 1941. Miss O’Connor 
was not a member of the board at the 
time of her death. 

Elizabeth Walpole, librarian at Storm 
Lake since 1911, died May 28, 1941, in 
an Atlantic hospital. The December 
Quarterly mentioned Miss Walpole’s 
hope that she might return home 
shortly after a major operation in 
Rochester early in the winter. She did 
not improve as rapidly as had been 
hoped and had gone to Atlantic to visit 
her sisters and recuperate. She became 
ill again while there and was taken to 
the hospital. She failed to rally and 
passed away in a few weeks. 
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She served faithfully and efficiently 
in Storm Lake for 30 years and had 
an unusually wide circle of friends. 


Any Local Indexes? 


For over a year, the Junior Mem- 
bers’ Round Table of the A. L. A. has 
been collecting lists of the ‘‘home- 
made’’ indexes which have been care- 
fully built up for use in individual 
libraries. It will soon start compiling 
the classified ‘‘Union List’’ that will 
make all these card files and indexes 
available to everyone. But before be- 
ginning on this it would like to issue 
a last call to those libraries who have 
yet to report the existence of such ref- 
erence files. 

If anyone reading this knows of any 
indexes—no matter what the form, 
subject, or size—will he or she please 
send a penny postcard to me (member 
of the national committee)—Robert S. 
Alvarez, Public Library, Brockton, 
Massachusetts—and I shall be glad to 
forward a form to make listing simpler. 
Whether these files be in public, school, 
college or special libraries, we are an- 
xious to learn of them, and are certain 
that our appreciation of their inclusion 
will be shared by those who will profit 
by their use in the future. 


Local Indexes in Iowa Libraries 
Edited by Victoria Harorave, Iowa State Col- 
lege Library, Chairman of the Local 
Indexes Committee, Junior Mem- 
bers of the Iowa Library 
Association 

This subject list of home-made in- 
dexes in Iowa libraries is a part of a 
national project sponsored by the 
Junior Members’ Round Table of the 
American Library Association. In gen- 
eral, it does not include catalogs of 
libraries or parts of libraries, nor in- 
dexes to pamphlet files. It is hoped 
that this compilation will be of help to 
Iowa librarians in locating much hard- 
to-find material. 

The Junior Members of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association who served on the 
Local Indexes Committee were Hazel 
Conway, Sioux City Public Library; 
Fred Folmer, State University of Iowa 
Libraries; Virginia Irwin, LeMars Pub- 





lie Library; and Victoria Hargrave, 
Iowa State College Library, Chairman. 


ART. Doctors who knew art. Medical history 
and biography. Alphabetical by doctor's 
name. On cards. 60 entries. Additions 
made when encountered. Iowa state medical 
lib., Des Moines. 

ARTISTS. Index to painters and sculptors in 
Venturi—Storia dell’arte italiana. Indicates 
main discussion of all but most obscure 
painters and sculptors treated in the 22 vols. 
Alphabetical by name of artist; painters 
filed separately from sculptors. On p-slips. 
260 entries. Additions will be made as new 
volumes appear. Iowa univ. libs., Art lib, 
Iowa City. 

AUTHORS. Authors. Includes pamphlets, 
circulars, clippings. Alphabetical by subject. 
On p-slips, 125 entries. Frequent additions. 
P. M. Musser pub. lib., Muscatine. 

Biographies of authors. Supplement to 
Junior book of authors. Includes periodicals, 
newspapers, book jackets, nublishers’ cata- 
logs. Alphabetical by name. Typed; in 
loose-leaf binders. 300 entries. Frequent 
additions. Des Moines pub. lib., Boys and 
girls dept., Des Moines. 

Index to biographies of authors. Includes 
Wilson bulletin, Living authors, Authors to- 
day and yesterday, other occasional refer- 
ences in books and periodicals. Alphabetical 
by subject of biography. On cards. 1,000 
entries. Current additions. Waterloo pub. 
lib., Waterloo. 

Non-medical writings by medical men. 
Medical biography. Alphabetical by author. 
In loose-leaf note books. 400 entries. Addi- 
tions when encountered. Iowa state medical 
lib., Des Moines. 

AUTHORS—CATHOLIC. Recommended list 
of books for Catholic children. Washington, 
D. C., library list, plus any other sources 
such as N. Y. Times list, ete. Alphabetical 
by author. On cards. 1,200 entries. Addi- 
tions several times a year. Council Bluffs 
free pub. lib., Council Bluffs. 

AUTHORS — NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN. 
Norwegian-American file. Books and pam- 
phlets by Americans of Norwegian descent, 
as contributed by the following libraries: 
In 1926—Augsburg college library, Minne 
apolis; Luther college library, Decorah, Ia.; 
Luther theological seminary library, St 
Paul; Minnesota historical society library, 
St. Paul; Red Wing seminary library, 
Wing, Minn. (now merged with St. Olaf 
college library); St. Olaf college library, 
Northfield, Minn.; University of Minnesota 
library, Minneapolis; Private library of Wal- 
demar Ager, Eau Claire, Wis. Originally 
compiled by Karl T. Jacobsen and Jacob 
Hodnefield. Supplemented by additions at 
Luther college library from 1926 to date. 
Alphabetical by author. On cards. 5,000 
titles. Constant additions. Luther coll. lib, 
Decorah. 

(To be continued in September number) 





